Real life

KEEPING AN
OLD CRAFT

A cloud, rocky cliffs, or admiring the beauty of a field of
wild flowers are all inspiration for weaver Fiadh Durham
Nestled on the west coast
of Dingle, Co Kerry, Fiadh
Durham opened her shop Fiadh
Handwoven Design in 2015.
Since then, she has been creating
beautiful garments inspired by
the nature of her surroundings.
After completing a year in Cork
doing art and design, Fiadh then
went on to study in NCAD doing
a degree in textile design that
specialised in woven textiles.
“That was pretty much what
sparked my interest in weaving
at the beginning. I suppose if I go
back to that time, what I found
was I had never been inspired by
the craft in the past. When I took
on projects using weaving, the
idea was to try and do something
a bit different and inspiring
with it. That’s still the way I’m
working,” she explains.
Working on site in her shop,
Fiadh creates two collections a
year, that “naturally change with
the seasons.” Passers by of the
store are even able to get a unique
glimpse of Fiadh working at her
loom. Weaving requires a huge
amount of time and process, but
it’s something that she gets a
massive satisfaction from.
“In some other textile
disciplines, you buy the fabrics,
we’re making it from scratch
with individual threads. It takes
days to set the loom up [and then
there’s the] designing and the
planning. Even after that, to get
the right finish, then washing
and pressing it, there is so many
different layers and levels to the
process… the weaving is the fun
bit!” says Fiadh.
She was on the cusp of moving
from Dingle, but what made her
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stay was the creativity the area
and its surroundings offered.
“It’s really vibrant when it
comes to creative people. I would
have a lot of close friends who
are artists, fellow craftspeople
and musicians. We all have a
good community here in Dingle,
so it’s nice that there is a good
vibrant scene in that sense.
There is also tourism and visitors
throughout the year, so you can
have a sustainable business by just
trading from Dingle alone.”
Great pride is taken in using
high quality fine wool which she
has sourced from Donegal, Italy
and the UK.
“It did take years to build up
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the right suppliers and the quality.
When I set out, I wanted to make
a product that was obviously
beautiful but something that would
last as well and stand the test of
time. It’s in the ethos of the way
that I work, I wouldn’t be one for
throwaway fashion. The idea is to
make things that last really long
and to source from suppliers that
have a similar way of working.
There aren’t as many Irish suppliers
as I’d like, but I use as much as I
possibly can.”
Fiadh will soon be selling her
products on her new website,
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which will be launching in the
next couple of months.
“The plan is to try and keep it
as exclusive as possible but I’m
still going to [stock my products]
in a few retailers around Ireland
and the UK, because I do want it
to be more accessible for people
but not on a huge scale. I’m
happy to expand, but only to a
certain point. I like the idea of
keeping it within a certain size,
but developing the whole time.
On another side of development
we’re redesigning new products,
so I’m moving into doing simple
garments as well.”
She explains the importance of
using the history of weaving to
bring it into the future.
“When I became interested
in weaving at the beginning,
I wasn’t hugely excited by the
traditional techniques. But as
time goes on, I’m paying more
attention to the old craft and
meeting a lot of the old Irish
weavers. If I can learn the craft
in its most basic, traditional
sense and get that right, I think
it would give me more creative
freedom to push the boundaries
design wise. It’s important to me
to keep the tradition going. The
future of weaving is by learning
the traditional craft well and
then being creative and looking
at it from more of a design
point of view, to create new
and contemporary design. It is
essentially a dying craft, so I hear,
but I’m not having that.” WW
Fiadh’s shop is located on Lower
Main Street, Dingle or you can shop
her products at www.etsy.com/ie/
shop/FiadhWovenDesign
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